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“Happy birthday Tom!”

said Grandpa.
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“Oh dear! This
soldier only has one

leg,” said Grandpa.

Tom didn’t mind.
He spent all day playing.
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At bedtime, he packed the “Where’s he gone?”

soldiers back in their box. wondered Tom.
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Don't worry.
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“You can look for him

Bur the one-legged soldier

was missing. tomorrow, said Grandpa.
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Tom’s other toys waited INOW it was Eﬁm #

until he was asleep.

All clear!



The soldiers tried to join in. | He had fallen behind a
But they were stuck in their - pile of toy building blocks.
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...except for the Ir But he didn’t join in
one-legged soldier. | the games.
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He was gazing at the i A paper ballerina doll

fairytale palace in oy | stood in the doorway.

the corner.

It once belonged to

- Tom’s sister. | _
i EL.;-' - 3 '. .' 28 . . ...*:!; -,-' I

i .




The pretty ballerina was

dancing on one leg.

“She’d be a perfect wife for

e s i Keep your eyes
me,” said the soldier. gt
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The soldier ignored him, The jealous jack-in-the-box

“Just wait,” he fumed.
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The next morning, Tom The cruel jack-in-the-box

found his missing soldier. saw his chance.
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Ha, ha! So long,
soldier boy.

He put him by

the window.
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He took a deep breath, and

blew as hard as he could.

The tin soldier fell

out of the window...



cried the soldier.

He tried to move. But his

foot was stuck.
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“Let’s turn him into ¢

sailor,” said the other.

They made a little boat out

of an old newspaper.
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They stood the tin soldier

in the boat.
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Then they dropped it in

the gutter.
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‘the road ahead. |




The paper boat shot down “Pooh!” sa
the drain. Sﬂllé’d ﬁ’ﬂ.ﬂﬁ Ihﬁ' tunnet
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[t landed, splosh, in a dirty, i‘ |
smelly sewer. |
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He turned the bend. A fat

 The soldzerhad no money.

\ black rat was in his way. He couldn’t stop angyway.
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Sorry, sfinky!
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Hey, come
back!

“Pay me a penny to pass!”

m ordered the rat.
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The soldier sailed on

and on. ==
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“Will I ever see the
ballerina doll again?”

he wondered.
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from home, -'

Just then, he noticed

daylight up ahead.

Seconds later, the boat

whooshed out of the sewer.
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R 1¢ landed... v The tin soldier was glad to

= XN - | be out of the sewer.
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Woooah!

But he wasn’t happy for
long. Now his boat was

leaking.
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The next moment, he was

sinking like a stone.

Help!

And things were about to

looks tasty.
get worse.
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It swallowed the tin soldier e
e e i, 2 San T o oo fish’s tummuy.

/" 1l be here
forever,

A little hard, \
but not bad. r

But his luck was about
to change.
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A man caught the fish. Tom’s Grandpa bought

the fish.
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He carried it home

for supper.
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Grandpa took the tin

soldier to Tom'’s room.
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Look who |

“Welcome home, soldier!”

and the tin soldier fell out. shouted Tom.
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He went hopping mad. .,

broke his
spring...

and never

worked again.
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After Tom was asleep,
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The very next day, the

tin soldier married the

lovely ballerina. e

Whoopee!
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And they invited all the

togs to a nmsg party.
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About the story

The Steadfast Tin Soldier was Frst written
by Hans Christian Andersen in 1838.
The original version had a very sad ending.
The tin soldier and the paper ballerina melted
in a fireplace. All that was left of them was a
heart-shaped piece of tin and a black sequin.

Series editor: Lesley Sims

First publishied in 2012 by Usborne Publishing Led,, Usborne House,
83-83 Saffron Hill, Losdon EC1N SRT, England. wwwusborfne.com
Copurighr © 2002 Ushorne Publishing Lid

All righes reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in o retrieval sustem o transmitted in any form of bu any
means, clectronic, mechanical, phomcopumg, recording or otherwise,
without the prior permussien of the publisher. The name Usborne
and the devices & are Trade Marks of Ushorne Publishing Lid.
LE, First published i Amenca in 2002

48



USBORNE FIRST READING: LEVEL FOUR .5‘))

Tin Soldier

Tom is delighted when he receives a box of tin
soldiers for his birthday. But he has no ideo they
come to life while he's asleep! It's not long before one
little soldier lands in big trouble in this lively retelling
of o clossic tate by Hans Christian Andersen.

The Tin Soldier is in the Usborne First Reading series,
wiritten especiolly for children who ore leaming o read
and developed i consultation with Alison Kelly, Principol Lecturer
in Educotion and reading specdialist at the Uiniversity of Roehampten
With delightfid lllustroticns. these books combine great slones
with simple text (o excite and Inspire any beginnes reader,
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Find out about all the titles ovoiloble ot
www.usborne.com/readingprogramme
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